
Dear Parent or Guardian, 

As part of our ongoing commitment to providing our Pre-AP students with a challenging and rewarding curriculum, the 
HISD Curriculum and Instruction Department, in collaboration with your child’s upcoming ELA teacher, has created a 
summer reading program for our incoming 7th Grade Pre-AP students.  We believe summer reading will both enrich 
students and create a strong foundation for the reading and writing we will be doing during the 2021-22 school year. 

Over the summer, the following books are suggested as possible choices that could be used for an optional extra credit 
assignment. In order to receive extra credit, students will need to complete a series of journal entries.  This assignment is 
will be due on Friday, August 13, 2021.  Please see the attached document for the detailed assignment and grading rubric 
that will be used to assess your child’s product. 

Students who need assistance in obtaining a copy of these books can visit the Huntsville Public Library.  These titles can 
also be found on Amazon, through e-reader downloads, and possibly even at Half Price Books.   

Huntsville ISD envisions our Summer Reading Program to be a catalyst for exposing students to high quality authors and 
texts, inspiring critical thinking, and maintaining the standard of an advanced curriculum.  Please encourage your child to 
complete this reading assignment in order to be prepared for success for the 2021-22 school year.  Thank you for your 
cooperation and continuing interest in your student’s education. 

Enjoy the summer! 

Sincerely, 

HISD Reading Language Arts 
Curriculum & Instruction Department 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HISD Vision: All students thrive as lifelong learners prepared for the futures they create. 

• Crash by Jerry Spinelli
• The Giver by Lois Lowery
• The Skin I’m In by Sharon Flake
• Code Talkers: A Novel about the Navajo Marines in World War II  by Joseph

Bruchac



7th Grade Pre-AP Summer Reading Assignment 
Due Friday, August 13, 2021 

The 7th grade Pre-AP summer reading assignment focuses on understanding character development and the effect of 
conflict on the plot of a literary text. 

We have chosen this focus to ensure that during the first unit of study students will be able to analyze conflict resolution 
and how authors use characters’ motivations to convey thematic messages in works of fiction. 

Project Assignment 
As you are reading your chosen text, write a series of journal entries (minimum of 8 entries consisting of 150 or more 
words per entry) from the perspective of a character in the novel that show his/her point of view about how the main conflict 
affects him/her throughout the entirety of the book. 

Project Requirements 
• must be a minimum of 8 journal entries
• each entry must consist of 150 or more words per entry
• must be written from the character’s perspective, not your own
• cannot simply summarize the plot structure of the story
• first entry should be an introduction of yourself and how you are connected to the central conflict
• must address how the conflict is affecting that character
• must include entries from the character’s perspective from the entire book (cannot focus only on one section)
• last entry should be a reflection of how your character has been changed by going through this journey and facing

the central conflict
• must be written with correct spelling, grammar structure, capitalization, and punctuation
• should use creativity and originality in the composition of your entries

Project Rubric 
Please see the back of this page for a detailed, standards-based rubric for this project that outlines exactly how your child 
will receive his/her grade for this assignment. 



7th Grade Pre-AP Summer Reading Rubric 
Section 1: Analyzing and Responding to Literary Works: Each Standard is worth 20 points each. 

Did Not Meet Standard Somewhat Met Standard Mostly Met Standard Met Standard 

writes less than 4 responses to a 
literary text 

writes 4-5 responses to a literary text 
that demonstrate the use of writing 
skills for a multi-paragraph essay and 
provide evidence form the text using 
quotations when appropriate 

writes 6-7 responses to a literary text 
that demonstrate the use of writing 
skills for a multi-paragraph essay and 
provide evidence form the text using 
quotations when appropriate 

7.17C (aligns to 6.17C) Writes 8 or 
more responses to a literary text that 
demonstrate the use of writing skills 
for a multi-paragraph essay and 
provide evidence form the text using 
quotations when appropriate  

0 points 10 points 15 points 20 points 
journal entries show no listing or 
analysis of linear plot developments 
within journal entries 

journal entries list linear plot 
developments within journal entries 

journal entries analyze linear plot 
developments but struggle to 
determine how conflicts are resolved 

7.6A (aligns to 6.6A) journal entries 
analyze linear plot developments to 
determine how conflicts are resolved 

0 points 10 points 15 points 20 points 

journal entries do not show the central 
characters’ qualities 

journal entries show the central 
characters’ qualities, but fail to 
determine how those qualities 
influence the resolution of the central 
conflict 

journal entries analyze how the central 
characters’ qualities influence the 
resolution of the central conflict 

7.6B (aligns to 6.6B) journal entries 
analyze how the central characters’ 
qualities influence the theme of a 
fictional work and resolution of the 
central conflict 

0 points 10 points 15 points 20 points 

journal entries show no evidence of 
the central character’s point of view 
(writing in your own point of view) 

journal entries show evidence of the 
central characters’ point of view 
(writing in the character’s point of 
view) 

journal entries show evidence of a 
limited analysis of  different forms of 
point of view (writing in the central 
character’s point of view, but limits 
discussion of  other characters’ points 
of view from that perspective) 

7.6C (aligns to 6.6C) journal entries 
show evidence of an analysis of  
different forms of point of view (writing 
in the central character’s point of view 
and discussing other characters’ 
points of view from that perspective) 

0 points 10 points 15 points 20 points 

Section 2: Written Conventions of Language: These standards are worth 20 points combined. 
Did Not Meet Standard Somewhat Met Standard Mostly Met Standard Met Standard 

1. does not use correct parts of 
speech when writing 

2. does not use a variety of complete
sentences (simple, compound, 
complex) 

3. does not use conventions of
capitalization

4. does not use correct punctuation
marks 

5. does not spell correctly 

1. uses many parts of speech 
incorrectly throughout the writing 

2. uses simple, compound, and
complete sentences, but those
sentences lack properly placed
modifiers, correctly identified 
antecedents, parallel structures, and
consistent tenses throughout the 
writing 

3. uses many conventions of
capitalization incorrectly throughout
the writing 

4. uses many punctuation marks 
incorrectly or is missing correct 
punctuation marks throughout the 
writing 

5. has spelling errors throughout the 
writing

1. uses correct parts of speech in the 
majority of the writing 

2. uses a variety of complete 
sentences, and the majority of those
sentences include properly placed
modifiers, correctly identified 
antecedents, parallel structures, and
consistent tenses 

3. uses conventions of capitalization in 
the majority of the  writing 

4. uses correct punctuation marks in 
the majority of the writing

5. has few spelling errors

1. 7.19A (aligns to 6.19A) uses
correct parts of speech (verbs and 
participles, appositive phrases, 
adverbs and adjectives, relative
pronouns, and subordinating 
conjunctions) when writing

2. 7.19C(aligns to 6.19C) uses a 
variety of complete sentences (simple, 
compound, complex) that include 
properly placed modifiers, correctly 
identified antecedents, parallel 
structures, and consistent tenses 

3. 7.20A (aligns to 6.20A) uses
conventions of capitalization 

4. 7.20B (aligns to 6.20B) uses
correct punctuation marks, including: 
commas after introductory structures 
and dependent clauses, and correct 
punctuation of complex sentences 

5. 7.21 (aligns to 6.21) spells
correctly, including using various 
resources to determine and check
correct spellings

0 points 10 points 15 points 20 points 

Section 3: Extra Credit: This section is worth up to 10 extra points. 
Did Not Meet Standard Somewhat Met Standard Mostly Met Standard Met Standard 

1. There is no cover to your journal. 

2. There are no pictures, drawings, or 
photographs in your journal.

1. The cover of your journal is neat 
and well-designed.

2. Your journal includes a picture, 
drawing or photograph.

1. The cover of your journal is well-
designed based on your characters’
interests and perspectives. 

2. Your journal includes three pictures, 
drawings, or photographs to create an 
appearance of authenticity to your
reading audience.

1. The cover of your journal is creative 
and well-designed based on your 
characters’ interests and perspectives.

2. Your journal includes five or more 
pictures, drawings, and photographs
to create an appearance of
authenticity to your reading audience.

0 points 1 point 3 points 5 points 

Total Points for Final Grade: _________________ 

Teacher Comments ______________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 




